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MASON PUBLIC SCHOOLS BREAKS
GROUND ON STEELE ELEMENTARY
CONSTRUCTION

On May 17, Mason Public Schools officially broke ground on the second phase
of construction of the Capital Improvement Project. Members of Mason's Board
of Education, District leadership and members of the construction team were

in attendance. In lieu of a community event, a video of the groundbreaking is

available on the District's Facebook page.

The District will spend $19.2M on the second phase of construction, which
includes a 55,000 square foot addition to Steele Elementary as well as additional
furniture, equipment, technology devices, infrastructure upgrades and school

buses for the District.

The design of Steele Elementary is a collaboration between members of the Steele
Elementary design committee and the District's architecture firm, GMB.

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION IS OPEN

Kindergarten registration is open for the 2021-22 school year. All kindergarten
classes will be housed at Harvey Education Center and, we can’t wait to meet the

next class of bulldogs! Please visit www.masonk12.net/harvey-education-center

for more information on enrollment.

Proof of residency, a certified birth certificate and immunization records are
required for enrolling in kindergarten and Young 5's programming. Teacher

placements will be posted via Skyward in August.
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SUMMER PROGRAMMING AVAILABLE

LEVEL UP Free Summer Learning
Experience

The 2021 LEVEL UP Summer Learning Experience is FREE
for all current students attending Mason Public Schools
in Young 5s/kindergarten through grade 8. The summer's

themes include:

Habitats are Hip Camp: Let’s explore the natural world
around us and be like an animal. We will discover the
critters hiding in plain sight! Find out which species are on
the prowl, which are clever in the way they escape, and
how all the living things are connected in their natural

habitats.

Robofun Camp: Using a hands-on approach to learning,
students will build and program robots, learning to
creatively problem-solve along the way. Children work
with their own ideas and move from concept to testing
their actual prototype! Robots are created using LEGO,
custom bots and art material allowing children to explore

their creativity.

FUSE Summer Teaching
Experience

Mason Public Schools is partnering with Davenport
University to offer a course called FUSE this summer to
Mason High School students. FUSE introduces high school

students to what it’s like to be a teacher.

Students learn about science, technology, engineering,
and math (STEM) disciplines through modules designed
to engage students in local problems (e.g. water
pollution, overpopulation, urban farming, etc.) by utilizing

engineering and scientific principles.

Students then create lessons and activities which they will
use to teach middle school students on four occasions
throughout the summer through the LEVEL UP program.
Upon successful completion of this course, high school

students will be awarded half of an elective credit.



MPS HONORS 25 MASON PROMISE
SCHOLARS

Each year, 25 students are selected to be Mason Promise
Scholars as they finish their grade 5 year. As we were
unable to bring the group together indoors due to social
distancing recommendations, students were honored

in an outdoor ceremony held on May 12. The Promise
Scholarship Board recognized the inducted members

of the class of 2028 with a ceremony at Mason Middle
School. Each student received a certificate and bag full of

goodies.

The Board is grateful for the support of the following for
providing gifts to each scholar: candy bars and balloons
from Jodi Somerville, Artfully Delicious cookies from

a friend, pens and a ruler with a calculator from Dart
Bank, a Bestsellers Bookstore/The Vault Deli gift card
from Bestsellers and Promise Board, candy from Kean’s
Store Company, an A & W certificate, a t-shirt from the
Promise Board and a Dairy Hill gift certificate from Melissa
Oesterle. Additionally, cash donations were provided

by Shireen Luther, Gerald Luther, TOMCO Asphalt, Inc.,
Karla Spoor and the sound system was donated by Susie
Chatfield.
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“We are so grateful to have found a safe way to celebrate
this year's Promise scholars. The Board, along with our
fifth grade teachers and principals, enjoy the ceremony
and ability to recognize and reward each student for their
hard work. It was wonderful to see the smiles on the faces
of our scholars and their families as we celebrated this
great opportunity awarded them. The Board and | look
forward to the rest of their educational journey in Mason
Public Schools,” said Melissa Oesterle, Mason Promise

Scholarship Board Chair.

Congratulations to the 2021 Mason Promise Scholars!

DISTRICT PURCHASES
CHROMEBOOKS USING FUNDS
FROM MPSF AND DART

In 2017, the Dart Foundation and Mason Public Schools
Foundation (MPSF) provided funding ($750,000 and
$90,000 respectively) for the purchase of Chromebooks
for students. Funding was to be provided over a three-
year period. MPS has fulfilled the final phase of these gifts
and has purchased the remaining 1,500 Chromebooks
and carts for student use. We are so grateful to the Dart
Foundation and Mason Public Schools Foundation for this

support!
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Important 2021-22 Dates

August 23 & 24: Staff Professional Development January 17: No School
August 25: Half Day Staff Professional Development
First Day of School: August 25, 2021 — half day for students February 25: No School, Full Day Staff Professional
September 3 & 6: No School

October 22: No School

February 21: No School

Development

Spring Break: No School March 25 — April 1

May 30: No School

Last Day of School: June 8, 2022 - half day for students

Thanksgiving Break: No School on November 24, 25, 26
Winter Break: No School December 20-31
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MASON HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
CREATE STORYBOOK WALK FOR
PRESCHOOL STUDENTS

Students in Mason High School's Child Development

2 class have recently been working on ways to engage
and connect with preschoolers in the District. Along the
Hayhoe Trail, students have placed yard signs with rhymes
and activities as well as small fairy doors at the base of

trees for preschool students to engage their imaginations.

BOND SALE COMES IN UNDER
ESTIMATE

In March, the District successfully completed the Bond
sale of the $19.2 million budgeted for the next phase of
the District’s Capital Improvement Project. Due to Mason
Public Schools' high bond rating and a strong competitive
bid process, the actual total debt service (principal and
interest) for the bond issue was significantly under the
estimated total debt service by $10 million. This is a
significant cost reduction secured for the community's

taxpayers.

As part of the process, Standard & Poors (S&P) Global
Ratings reviewed its Bond rating for the District and S&P

has maintained the District’s Bond rating of an A+. S&P

takes many factors into consideration to rate a school

district for Bond sales. For Mason, access to the greater
Lansing-East Lansing economy, strong wealth indicators,
stable enroliment and a healthy fund balance supported

an A+ rating from S&P.

BULLDOG VIRTUAL ACADEMY

Mason Public Schools will offer a full online option for the
2021-22 school year called the Bulldog Virtual Academy

(BVA) in addition to a five days per week in-person option.

BVA will provide a robust learning experience that is

fully online with a balance of live and independent
instruction. BVA students will engage in virtual instruction
that is comparable in content and pacing to in-person
instruction. Also, as a Mason Public Schools program,
students will have access to social and emotional

supports, sports, performing arts and clubs.



MPS PARTNERS WITH FIRE
DEPARTMENT ON TRAINING

On Saturday, May 22, MPS and the Mason Fire Department
partnered on a day of training exercises for local fire
fighters. MPS provided a retired school bus, which otherwise
would be sent to a scrap yard, to be used to demonstrate
and practice effective evacuation. The school bus was placed
on its side (which is rarely done in training exercises) and
the Fire Department practiced evacuation and extraction

utilizing specialized equipment for the demonstrations.

MASON STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN
KIDS READ NOW

Mason Public Schools is thrilled to announce the Kids Read
Now (KRN) summer reading program is happening again this
summer. Kids Read Now is a non-profit program designed to
include best practices for reading engagement and growth.
We are delighted to partner and provide a high-quality
reading program throughout the summer. Kids Read Now
will be mailing materials home to students in grades K-4.
These materials will give families everything they need

to know about the program. Students in grades K-4, have
selected eight books during his/her library time and eight
books plus a bonus ninth writing book will be sent home

over the summer.

MASON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
FOUNDATION GIFTS $100,000 TO
THE DISTRICT

The Mason Public Schools Foundation has recently voted to
gift the district $100,000 to help ease any financial burden.
The distribution of the $100,000 includes:

$20,000 to Mason High School

$20,000 to Mason Middle School

$12,000 to Harvey Education Center

$12,000 to Alaiedon Elementary

$12,000 to North Aurelius Elementary
$12,000 to Steele Elementary

$12,000 to the Special Education Department

Thank you to the Mason Public Schools Foundation for your

dedication to serving Mason's students.



Mason Public Schools
201 West Ash Street, Suite 2A
Mason, MI 48854
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SUPERINTENDENT
Ronald Drzewicki, Ed.S.
drzewickir@masonk12.net

CHIEF FINANCE OFFICER
Tracey Wooden
woodent@masonk12.net

Mason Public Schools is committed
to academic excellence in a safe
environment where students
develop critical thinking skills,
are empowered to succeed, and
are encouraged to serve their
community.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF CURRICULUM
Matthew Stuard
stuardm@masonkl12.net

DIRECTOR OF HUMAN RESOURCES
Rick Brooks
brooksr@masonk12.net

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
Becky Hinman
hinmanb@masonk12.net
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