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Standard(s):) )
LS.HS.1.1.2 - Students will understand the diversity of life 

)Learning Goal/Target:
 I can 

 
understand the connection

 
between natural selection 

and speciation  
 I can explain survival of the fittest 

Scale:)
I9J);%D/($1)K&"#$"#7)
)
Students will: 
-Recall content vocabulary; 
-Recognize true statements 
concerning: 

• natural selection 
• speciation 
• survival of the fittest  
• diversity of life  

L9J)*'1-$#)CG=>$6#%H$F7)
)
Students will: 
understand and explain 
the diversity of life, 
citing examples to 
support their claim.  

M9J).&1$)K&D/($N7 )
)

Students will: 
demonstrate in-depth 
inferences and applications  

Assessment) and )Monitoring:)(Formative)Scale)Checks):)
Oral quiz on past week’s learning.  Will check answers in class by calling out correct 
answers as students check own work. Exit ticket on day's learning targets. 
Big Ideas7 )

•  Connection between natural selection, speciation and survival of the fittest 
•  VIST (Variation, Inheritance, Selection, Time)  

Lesson)Overview:)

•  Bellwork:    Students will write a paragraph explaining the origin of a strange 
creature- the Texas Flying Salamander. 

•  Students will choose a piece of candy from a selection of various kinds of 
candy.  This will be a hook activity to help them compare the candy jar to an 
ecosystem with various species.  

•  Discussion -Through questioning, I will lead a discussion to help students 
discover meaning of “survival of the fittest”, and see the connection with 
natural selection and speciation.   
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))))INSTRUCTIONAL)STRATEGIES:)
• Hook activity using candy selection as a metaphor for survival of fittest 
• Review key vocabulary: Natural Selection; Species; and acronym VIST 

(Variation, Inheritance, Selection, Time ) 
•    Close with review of the day's lesson 
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I will differentiate questions and strategies for lower readiness students. 
Homework Assignment(s):))

Students will be assigned to read the first part of Ch. 6 for homework.  
Resources, Technology,)and)Materials:)

Textbook-  Ch. 6 (Pgs. 145-153)  
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